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FIELD TO FOREST FESTIVAL 2024

Join us at the opening event on Saturday 6 April 12pm - 5pm for Sip,
Savour & Slice at Redground Australia. Begin the afternoon savouring
the delights of a truffle grazing board while sipping on a welcometruffle
champagne cocktail. Learn about how @redgroundaustralia grow their
truffles and then indulge in truffle pizza slices. Unwind and enjoy live
music provided by the amazing @chrisbettisonmusic playing live looping
acoustic tunes setting the mood for a laid-back afternoon. A curated
selection of beer, wine and soft drinks will be available for purchase on
the day. This event has limited availability so secure your tickets in
advance by booking online at www.RedGround.com.au. Accommodation
options https://www.visitoberon.com/accommodation/

The Forest Talk is being held at the Oberon Museum and features three
great key note speakers. Learn about the art of cool climate beekeeping
with James Griffith and all things State Forest with Nikki Bennetts. Oberon
Museum President, Col Roberts will give a presentation on truffles and will
talk about the Oberon Museum which is filled with local history. The event
will be an informative and interesting afternoon. Tickets $10pp and can be
booked at https://events.humanitix.com/forest-talk. Tickets allow you to
come early and enjoy the whole museum and include light refreshments.

Last year the Oberon Field to Forest
Producers’ Table event was a sell out. The event is now in its third year
and is once again being held at the beautiful Malachi Gilmore Hall. Tickets
are selling quickly. Don’t miss the chance to secure your ticket to this
beautiful evening. The Producers’ Table includes a three course menu
using curated local produce and prepared by Chef Drew Bolton from Short
ST. Kitchen and The Milbrey Kitchen & Store. Guests will enjoy keynote
speakers, wonderful live musical entertainment and local beer and wine.
Tickets are available at https://events.humanitix.com/the-producers-table
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Community Newsletter

Terms and Conditions

The Oberon and Surrounding Villages
Community Newsletter publishes articles of
community interest.

We support local sporting, educational,
recreational and charitable groups through
publication of information relevant to the

organisation. This publication aims to provide
important information about services, activities
and upcoming community events in Oberon and
Surrounding Villages.

All submissions must contain no statements or
remarks that may be considered defamatory,
derogatory or discriminatory, against any person
and must use respectful language. The decision
to publish an article rests with the Editor and the

Editor’s decision is final.

A publishing fee applies to all advertisements of
profit events, exceptions apply to non profit and
community groups. For more information
regarding advertising costs please contact the
editor.

It is the responsibility of contributors to secure
permission to use photos prior to submission.

Please forward your articles to
The Editor, Oberon and Surrounding Villages
Community Newsletter
newsletter@oberon.nsw.gov.au or
PO Box 84 Oberon, 2787
Ph: 6329 8100
Content must reach the editor by the 12th day
of each month to be considered for inclusion
in the next monthly edition.

Justice of the Peace

LIFE COMMUNITY
PANTRY

Affordable grocery items
including meat available to
anyone with a Centrelink card
and anyone in financial hardship.

Oberon
Barry Lang 6336 1352
Barry Richard 6335 6239
Glen Brown 6336 1384

Monday to Friday 9am-3pm

William Memory

0423 183 845

Donations can be dropped
off during the pantry open-

Oberon Council

ing times

Brooke Perry
Donah Foley
Gary Wallace
Hannah Booth
Zoe Marks
Lauren Dukes

6329 8100

Porters Retreat

Deborah Hoolihan

0427 558 706

O’Connell

Kathy Manton

0411 835 757
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A MESSGAE FROM ACTING MAYOR

ANDREW McKIBBIN

On Friday 8 March Oberon’s International Women’s Day dinner was held at the Oberon
Library and Community Centre. The Guest speakers were two local identities; Dominica
Koudrin of the Oberon Pharmacy and Eugenia Miroshnikoff, the author of the Matryoshka
Doll. Dominica discussed the Pharmacy’s activities and the challenges of rural health
moving forward. Eugenia talked about her mother’s life in Russia following its transition to
communism after the 1917 revolution. The book describes the travails of living and
travelling in Russia and through several other countries until the family finally arrived in
the west. There were eighty women and three men at the dinner which was a great
success. Councillors Helen Hayden, Katie Graham and Lauren Trembath attended.

There have been a number of enquiries for an update on work on the O’Connell Recreation
Ground. Contractors have recently been engaged to slash and spray the ground. Topsoil
will then be spread over the ground with shaping and compacting of the cricket field to
follow. Once shaped Council will seed the ground in preparation for the first O’Connell
verses Tarana Cricket match on the ground in the spring (hopefully). This project has been
funded from the NSW State Government and Council and will provide a great meeting and
sporting precinct for O’Connell residents and visiting teams.

A reminder that Oberon Field to Forest Festival will run from 6 — 27 April 2024 and offers
an opportunity for local producers to showcase food, wine, foraging and more in the
Oberon region. The first event is the Sip, Savour and Slice at RedGround Australia on 6
April and tickets for this event are selling quickly. Other activities include a Forest Talk on
13 April and Mushroom Foraging Workshops. The Festival will culminate with the
Producers Dinner at the Malachi Gilmore Hall on 20 April 2024. The Oberon Garden Club
will host an Autumn Open Garden event on the weekend of 13 -14 April. Details for all
events can be found at www.visitoberon.com/events

There has been a considerable amount of roadworks being undertaken in Oberon Council
area by Council staff and contractors. This has included the substrata stabilisation and then
heavy patching of the following roads: Mt David Road, Dog Rocks Road, Shooters Hill Road,
Hazelgrove Road and Abercrombie Road. This has created some travel delays for many of
us but will significantly improve the worst pothole and subsiding areas of these roads.
There are currently works being undertaken at the southern entrance (Goulburn/Taralga
side) at Black Springs to widen the pavement.

Andrew McKibbin
Acting Mayor
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Changes to the Oberon Council Rating Structure - Town Improvement

Over the last 9 months Oberon Council has been undertaking a review of the rating structure, with a
particular focus on the Town Improvement Levy. The Town Improvement Levy is raised on every
rateable assessment within the Oberon gazetted township for town improvements in that area. The
levy has been an integral part of Oberon Council’s rating structure since 1934 and has delivered a
variety of projects since inception. In 2023 -24 the Town Improvement Levy will raise $555,722.

The review process was extensive and included an array of consultation with Local Government
stakeholders, Councillors, and community. The community consultation program was undertaken
over 90 days with an extensive program including surveys, in-person meetings and a submission
process. A report on the findings was provided to Council for deliberation at the 19 March 2024
Ordinary meeting.

At the meeting Council resolved to discontinue the Town Improvement Levy and to distribute this
component of rating revenue into the base rate component within the ordinary rate structure from
FY24/25.

What this means:

e The Town Improvement Levy will cease to exist in the FY24/25 Operational budget. All existing Tl
funds and project allocations will be treated as per the current practice until all projects are delivered.
e Ratepayers within the Town Improvement zone will no longer be paying this levy.

e All ratepayers in the Local Government Area will have an additional charge added into the Base
Rate component of their rates. This is estimated at $141 per assessment.

The benefits:

e A more fair and equitable distribution of rates across the community.

e Projects and resources able to be allocated across the Local Government Area in accordance with
the broader needs of the community.

e Reduced administration costs to Council and community

Council would like to thank all the members of the Community for their participation in the
consultation process. If you have any further questions please don’t hesitate to contact Oberon
Council on 63298100.
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PAUL TOOLE

STATE MEMBER FOR BATHURST

NEW FACILITIES AT OBERON GOLF COURSE

| had the pleasure of joining some
members of Oberon Golf Club to
officially open new amenities on
the course.

The new amenities and shade
structure are providing comfort for
golfers who have reached the
halfway mark of the course. The
shade structure will provide
protection from Oberon’s weather
and will be set up as a catering
station when tournaments or
events are hosted.

The additions were made possible by a grant from the former NSW Government of
$63,100 from the Stronger Country Communities Fund. The aim was to provide better
amenities on the course which will encourage more people to play golf at the picturesque
Oberon Course.

Suites 1, 229 Howick Street, PO Box 2237, BATHURST NSW 2795 Ph:(02) 6332 1300
email: Bathurst@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Music on Mount David will host its 32nd concert
on Sunday 5 May commencing at 2.30pm. The event
will welcome back two favourites; well-known pianist,
composer, polymath John Martin with Susan Blake,
acclaimed cellist. Their varied, exciting program is
currently being finalised and will be announced in the
next issue. To reserve your seats emalil
Rodtuson1@gmail.com. A few eager fans have
already booked. As usual, there will be a super
afternoon tea and the cost has been skillfully
contained to $50 at the door.
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A CHANCE TO TRY SOMETHING NEW

Are you new to Oberon and looking to meet people or try something different? Or are you a
long term resident thinking about taking up a new activity? Why not explore the multitude of
options that Oberon U3A has to offer, everything from physical activities to social outings,
creative courses or learning new things. So many Oberon U3A members often remark on the
positive outcomes of being involved with the various groups.

So, if you are curious or interested in joining, visit our website

or email or contact Secretary Melanie Lawson
0431214687. Don’t be shy, give Oberon U3A a try!!!!

OBERON & Surrounding Villages Community Newsletter Page 8


https://oberon.u3anet.org.au/
https://oberon.u3anet.org.au/
mailto:oberonu3a@gmail.com
https://www.jenolancaves.org.au/cave-tours
https://malachigilmorehall.com.au/

OBERON & Surrounding Villages Community Newsletter Page 9


mailto:oberonmow@bxmow.onmicrosoft.com
https://bathurstmow.com/

OBERON & Surrounding Villages Community Newsletter Page 10


mailto:Dietmar.sajowitz@bigpond.com
mailto:community@oberon.nsw.gov.au
https://walkntalkforlife.org.au/

OBERON & DISTRICT

GARDEN CLUBY ¥

AUTUMN COLOUR - GARDEN SHOWCASE

It is Open Garden season in high country Oberon, with four true seasons Oberon will be lit up by the
many colours of Autumn. This will be showcased in the Oberon & District Garden Clubs Open Gardens
held on 13 and 14 of April. Six gardens will feature in this round ranging from inner Oberon to a must see
Black Springs beauty. Bellenden, just over the Fish River Bridge on the Duckmaloi Road and Beyond
Avalon in Black Springs will be heating up the day with a sausage sizzle, soups and refreshments available
to keep you going. Three new gardens will also feature this year, Torbeag on the Edith Road has a view
over the Oberon Dam you must see. Casper’s Cloud on the Fish River with its rolling paddocks and formal
symmetry and St. Clements Cottage on Butterfactory Lane featuring a beautiful English cottage
garden. “Meant to Be” on Blenheim Avenue captures everything that grows so well in our high country
climate within our town limits. Our Spring Open Gardens enabled a generous donation to the Oberon
Hospital Auxiliary and we hope to do more in 2024 so come along, bring your walking

shoes to ramble these gardens, grab a sausage sandwich or a hearty cup of homemade

soup and help us support our local community. Tickets are available via the Humanitix QR

code on our flyer or at each garden gate and at just $20 for all six gardens it represents a

wonderful day or two roaming some of Oberon’s rarely seen green thumb handywork.

As always our OGC meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at various locations around
the district...reach out via Facebook if you’d like to attend. This year we have multiple member gardens
opening up for meetings which is always a treat combined with feature presentations and good old
fashioned country fare. Follow us on Facebook for more information and happy gardening Oberon green
thumbs. https://www.facebook.com/OberonGardenClub or email oberongardenclub@gmail.com.
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SCHOOL NEWS
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The Oberon community generously
supports our local Can Assist Branch and we
want to share this support with you.

We are here for every cancer patient — any
age, any cancer, in our local country
community.

Cancer can place an unexpected financial
burden on families with increased
associated expenses such as travel,
accommodation and medical costs.

Our local branch will provide financial
assistance and practical support during your
treatment and care. You are not alone in your
cancer journey.

If you or anyone you know are undergoing
treatment for cancer please contact us for
assistance. Call into Rosedale Gifts in Oberon
and speak to Katie or call 0472 870 637
Brenda Armstrong, President, Can Assist.

Victoria Freeman 0425 224 889

Sharon Norris 0417 419 434

Office Administration 02 6336 0179

Residential Sales Rural Sales Property Management

www.oberonlifestyleproperties.com.au
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Passengers travelling on the Bathurst Bullet beyond 3 April, particularly on Wednesdays, are reminded to check TripPlanner
and other transport apps for up-to-date service times. Please visit https://transportnsw.info/trip#/trip. Service returns to
normal as set out in the above Bathurst Bullet Timetable.

www.bandl.com.au
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Are you compassionate and caring? Do you
enjoy being part of a team? Can you spare two
to three hours a week to help those in need in
the Oberon area? Why not
your local Vinnies team. To find out more
enquire at Oberon Vinnies Shop or phone or
text 0490 708 945.

consider joining

What’s On

Meals On Wheels Oberon:
Liaison Officer Megan Sovik on
0407 859 902.

Oberon District Museum:
Open every Wednesday,
Saturday and Sunday at

10:30am to 12:30pm.
$5 per person & $15 per family.
Contact 0418 671 754.

Oberon Friendship Group:
3rd Wednesday of every month.
12pm to 2pm. Soup luncheon
and guest speaker, gold coin
donation . Need a lift ring Janet
0480 216 541 or Faye 0427 120
805. Next Meeting 17/04/2024

Oberon Hospital Auxiliary:
Meets every 3rd Friday at the
Robey Centre in Oberon
Hospital at 1.30pm. For more
info contact Secretary Sarah
MacKenzie 0400 995 587.

Oberon Line Dancing: Every
Monday and Thursday 5pm to
6:30pm, Oberon RSL. Contact
Jenny Barker 0418 227 548.

Oberon Men’s Shed:

Meet every Tuesday from
9.30am to 2.30pm at the Oberon
Showground. The Shed is open
to all local blokes who would like
to enjoy some company, a chat

and a cuppa. Call David
McMurray on 6336 5331.

Oberon Military Museum:
Open every Wednesday and
Friday 12:30pm to 4pm.
Saturday 10am to 4pm.
Donations welcome.

Contact Neville Stapleton on
0438 615 653.

Oberon Needle Workers
Oberon Library on Thursdays
from 10.30am to 2.30pm.

Oberon Tarana Heritage
Railway: OTHR Open Day -
Oberon Railway Station. Meet
1st Saturday each month 10am
to 2pm. Morning tea and light
lunches available. Contact Greg
Bourne 0437 389 684

Oberon Writers Group: Meet
on 2nd Tuesday each month
10am to12.30pm. Contact Bea
0484 533 750.

O'Connell Valley Community
Group: 2nd Monday of the
Month from 7:30pm. O'Connell
Valley Rural Fire shed. Contact
Kathy Manton
oconnellvalleycommunitygroup
@gmail.com

Rotary: Meets Tuesdays at
6.30pm at the RSL Club.
Occasionally we have
Vocational or Zoom meetings.
For information contact our
Secretary Lin Boswell on
0447 018 841.

The Friends of the library
‘Book Nook’: Open
Wednesdays 10am-2pm &
Saturday 9am-1pm at the Bob
Hooper Centre 0428 563 693

The Gardening Club: Meets
monthly on the 3rd Monday at
the Uniting Church from 10am.
Contact Chris Dutton

0438 684 808.

The Oberon Inner Wheel Club:
Meets on the 3rd Monday of the
month at 6pm for a dinner
meeting. The venue changes
every month, for details contact
Melita Braun on 0419 628 007.

Uniting Church Sunday
Service: 9.30am at Uniting
Church corner of Dudley and
Oberon Streets.

To add information about community group, sport groups and events email

newsletter@oberon.nsw.gov.au

See terms and conditions on page 2 of this newsletter.
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CONTACT US

PO Box 84, Oberon NSW 2787

02 6329 8100

www.oberon.nsw.gov.au/Community

Save the Date

Updates on Council news and activities can be

found on Oberon Council’'s website

www.oberon.nsw.gov.au
and on Oberon Council’s Facebook page.

APRIL 2024
1 April: Public Holiday Easter Monday

6 April: Oberon Farmers Market takes place on
the first Saturday of every month from 9am to
1pm at the Oberon Showground

8 April: O’Connell Valley Community Group
meeting at the O’Connell Valley Rural Fire Shed
from 7pm

12 April: Oberon Inner Wheel. Fundraiser
outside Melita’s Clippers, Oberon from 12pm

13 April: Walk n Talk Oberon Common, Ross
Street 11.30am to 1.30pm

13 & 14 April: Oberon District Garden Club.
Enjoy a stroll around six gardens in Oberon &
Black Springs. Open 10am to 3pm

15 April: Youth Week, Oberon Library &
Community Centre. Board Games 3pm to 5pm

16 April: Youth Week, Oberon Library &
Community Centre. At the Movies — A Movie
About Bees starts at 10am & A Pizza Shop
Supernatural Horror starts at 5.30pm

17 April: Youth Week, Oberon Library &
Community Centre. VR & BYOP Gaming from
10am

18 April: Youth Week, Oberon Library &
Community Centre. Fun With Food 10am to
11.30am

19 April: Youth Week, Oberon Library &
Community Centre. Henna Tattoo from 10am

20 April: Board Games Nights hosted by Oberon
Young Adults. Oberon Anglican Church Hall at
6.30pm. RSVP Bella 0466 111 165

21 April: St Aidans Village Church Abercrombie
Rd, Black Springs. A special ANZAC service at
11am

28 April: Tarana Community Farmers Market
takes place every 4th Sunday of the month from
9am to 1pm at the Tarana Rural Fire Service
sheds, Sodwalls Road, Tarana
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